


Senior Constable Andrew Whitall – Pinjara Police Station, Western Australia Police

On Thursday 26 November, 2020, police from Mandurah Detectives Office were leading an investigation into an offender who had two days earlier attempted to reverse over a Police Inspector after a traffic stop, which escalated to a pursuit around the Mandurah area where the offender engaged in dangerous driving after nearly running over members of the public when he mounted a footpath before fleeing into the South West Region of Western Australia.

On 26 November officers ascertained that the offender was living out of his car in the Manjimup area after having committed a burglary where he’d stolen two firearms.  The offender had advised his ex partner that he wanted to die and intended to commit an armed robbery and steal a car the drive to South Australia.

Detective Sergeant Tristan Wilshire, Senior Constables Andrew Whitall and James Stewart and Detective First Class Constable Ievers were sent to apprehend the offender who had been identified by the Police Airwing near the town of Kirup where he’d been engaged in a high speed pursuit.  

These four officers joined the pursuit southbound on the South Western Highway into heavily wooded forest with no radio communication.  A total of four vehicles were involved in the pursuit,   

The offenders’ vehicle was disabled by the deployment of several Stinger Tyre deflation devices which resulted in him abandoning his vehicle.  At the time of exiting his vehicle he raised a double barrel shotgun and pointed it at the first pursuing vehicle as they past him.  As the second police vehicle pulled up behind the offender, he turned and pointed the shotgun directly at them as they sat helplessly in their vehicle.  The offender then ran into nearby bushland.  

When officers Wilshire and Whitall arrived in their vehicle they were unaware of the offender having pointed a shotgun at the other officers.  

Officers Evers and Stewart pursued the offender on foot while Wilshire and Whitall continued further along the highway where they likewise exited their police vehicle and moved into the bushland to cut off the fleeing offender.

At this point Wilshire and Whitall became separated in the heavily wooded bushland. 

Senior Constable Whitall soon found himself caught alone with the offender where he was forced to rush up on him and snatch the shotgun out of the offenders’ hands.  The loaded firearm fell to the ground where it discharged missing both Whitall and the offender.     

Whitall wrestled the offender to the ground alone before he was able to be joined by the other officers involved in the foot pursuit.  

The offender had to be restrained by several officers as he was highly affected by Methylamphetamine and was very aggressive.

He was charged with the following offences -

· 3 x endanger life, health or safety of a person
· 2 x fail to comply with a direction to stop (circumstances of aggravation)
· 2 x reckless driving to escape pursuit by police
· 2 x possess unlicensed firearm
· 1 x home burglary and commit
· 1 x stealing
· 1 x being armed in a way that may cause fear

  
  






